
N O R T H W E S T  M I C H I G A N

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and 
activities on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or a part of an individual’s income is derived from 
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint 
of discrimination write to: USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). Accommodations 
for persons with disabilities may be requested by 
contacting Jim Sluyter at 231-941-6584 by September 
1 to make arrangements. Requests received after this 
date will be fulfilled when possible.

Free Programs for Growers

Michigan

Land Use

Institute

Get Farming! is part of the Michigan Land Use Institute’s Taste the Local Difference program  
and is produced in collaboration with USDA Risk Management Agency, USDA Rural Development,  

MSU Extension, and the NW Michigan Horticultural Research Station.

localdifference.org/get farming

Renewable Energy for the Small Farm
Tuesday, September 7, 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 

NW Michigan Horticultural Research Station, 6686 S. Center Hwy (Co. Rd 633)

Renewable energy technologies and efficiency can offer energy  
independence, bolster a farm’s bottom line, or create new revenue sources.  

Learn about small-scale wind and solar, farm-scale biodiesel,  
hosting a lucrative community wind project, and USDA funding. 

Presenters: Jim Sluyter, MLUI; Tom Karas, Michigan Energy Alternatives Project;  
Jim Barnes, Eco-Building Products; Alan Anderson, USDA Rural Development;  

William Koucky, NW Michigan Biodiesel LLC

Food Safety on the Farm 
Wednesday, September 22, 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Student Center, Baker College, 9600 East 13th Street, Cadillac, MI 49601

Food safety is a major concern for buyers and consumers.  
Explore ways to assure that your farm is producing clean, safe food and  

learn how new food safety legislation may affect your farm. 

GAP Audit Field Trip 
Thursday, September 23, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Bardenhagen Farms, 7881 E. Pertner Rd., Suttons Bay

More and more buyers use Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) Audits to confirm  
agri-food safety on the farm. See how a GAP audit is conducted and what the auditor  

will look for on this field trip. If you have a GAP manual, bring it along.  
Participation limited; please pre-register early!

Presenters for Food Safety and GAP: Phil Tocco, MSU Extension Educator. Dan Busby,  
Michigan Water Stewardship Program Coordinator, will also be on the Food Safety program agenda.

For information or  
to pre-register  

call Jim Sluyter  
at the 

Michigan Land  
Use Institute, 

231-941-6584, ext. 15  
or

 jimsluyter@mlui.org  


