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Jim Bardenhagen, retired 
MSU extension agent and 
Leelanau County farmer,  
will moderate, “ask the  
hard questions” of the pre-
senters, and help sort out the 
options available to growers.

Greg Shy, county executive  
director for the Farm  
Service Agency for Grand  
Traverse, Leelanau, and  
Kalkaska Counties, will  
describe other programs 
available to farmers.

Travis Bratsch and Bryce  
Christensen  of Greenstone 
Farm Credit Services will talk 
about crop insurance options 
for the local grower. Travis is 
Greenstone’s new (and first) 
agent permanently assigned 
to the Grand Traverse area; 
Bryce brings 30 years of  
experience in agriculture to 
the workshop.

Michael Alston,regional 
supervisor of the USDA 
Risk Management Agency, 
administers the federal  
crop insurance program  
for Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Illinois. He will join the 
session via speaker phone.

The workshop is free,  

but you must pre-register. 

Call Judy at the  

Michigan Land Use 

Institute: 231-941-6584.  

For information, call 

Jim Sluyter, 231-889-0199

Get Farming! is part of the Michigan Land Use Institute’s Taste the Local Difference program  
and is produced in collaboration with: USDA Risk Management Agency  • Telemon Corporation  
Michigan State University Extension • NW Michigan Council of Governments

If you think you know all about crop insurance,  
think again! New programs and regulations that you 
need to know about are the topic of this workshop. 
Learn how crop insurance and other programs can 

provide protection for crop loss. 

Wednesday, November 12, 7-9 p.m.
Michigan Works

1209 Garfield, Traverse City

Reducing Risk: New options for insuring your crops

Presenters

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or a part of an individual’s income is derived from 
any  public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).


